2O                    EDUCATION   IN   FASCIST   ITALY
The Technical Institutes came under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture till 1877; this was to be a guarantee that their practical
character was preserved and enhanced. They were almost
unknown in 1859; but they were so well adapted to the needs of
the time that between 1861 and 1874 their number grew from
fifteen to seventy, half of these directly dependent on the State.
An attempt to leave every school free to choose its organization
according to local requirements failed; from 1872 onwards the
two first forms gave a uniform general instruction, the third and
fourth were divided into sections for students of rural economy,
commercial matters, industrial matters, and physics and mathe-
matics; this last section was much more like a school of theoretical
studies than a vocational school. The students for the scholastic
year 1861-62 numbered little over one thousand; in 1874-75
their number had increased to 5,495. Only a minority chose the
industrial section; the others were fairly equally distributed
between the remaining sections.
Special schools of different kinds had existed for a long time,
but they had, generally speaking, a very low vitality. Almost
all those which survived in later years were founded from 1860
onwards. Out of 35 nautical "schools in existence in 1860, only
five were really working, and were attended by 265 pupils; in
1874 there were 29 of them, with almost a thousand students.
Three schools for miners were founded by the State between
1863 and 1873. Two thousand children attended the 25 or
more schools for arts and crafts, set up by the State and by other
bodies between 1861 and 1874. About 30 establishments pro-
vided an elementary instruction in agricultural matters, mostly
in a very practical way; and every year very short courses of
lectures were held by experts on agriculture in a great number
of localities, in order that as many peasants as possible might
have some knowledge of the most useful technical and scientific
discoveries.
Higher instruction was, imparted in the universities and other
institutions of the same grade which, with but few exceptions,
existed in the old Italian States. They were now being brought
more and more in line with the provisions of the Lex Casati, the
most important changes had been the abolition of the Theological
Faculty, the foundation of several Higher Technical Schools
annexed to the scientific faculties, and the multiplication ofscuole,
i.e., Faculties of a minor importance existing side by side with
the four main Faculties and providing training for the professions
of chemist, veterinary surgeon, midwife, agricultural expert, and
others. Altogether there were twenty-one Faculties of Law,
seventeen of Science, fourteen of Medicine, eleven of Philosophy